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What are learning disabilities? 
The term learning disability is often used to describe a varied group of individuals; this includes people with very high 

levels of care needs to those who may only need support in a few areas (see the continuum of learning ability 

below).  There are several definitions of learning disabilities, the government White Paper for England about health 

and social care support for people with a learning disability1, explains that a learning disability includes the presence 

of: 

 A significantly reduced ability to understand new or complex information to learn new skills; 

 A reduced ability to cope independently; 

 An impairment that started before adulthood, with a lasting effect on development; 

 It does not include all those who have a learning difficulty e.g. such a dyslexia. 

 

The continuum of learning ability and the level of support required 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What data do we have? 

There isn’t a single definitive source of data that provides robust information.  We need to access data from a 

number of sources and use this to help build a picture for Wakefield.  Each of these sources has their own limitations 

and issues, which need to be considered when using the data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/250877/5086.pdf 
 

Housing needs for people with learning disabilities in Wakefield 

Learning disabilities register – QOF 

 All ages 

 Can benchmark 

 No detailed information 

 2015/15 data 

Learning disabilities register – GP 
SystmOne extract 

 All ages 

 Detailed Wakefield information 

 Only covers 80% population 

 As at 12/01/2016 

A brief overview of those with learning disabilities 

and future housing needs/support in Wakefield. 

A picture of people with 

learning disabilities in 

Wakefield 
Children’s SENART  

 Children in education (< 25s) 

 Detailed Wakefield Information 

 No information on carers 

 As at 13/01/2016 

Mild learning disability: 
Usually independent in caring 

for themselves and doing 
everyday tasks 

Severe learning disability: 
May need high level of support with everyday activities 

but be able to look after their personal care needs.  May 
have additional medical needs and mobility issues. 

Moderate learning disability: 
May need some support with 
caring for themselves, but will 

be able to carry out day to 
day tasks with support 

Profound learning disability: 
Often have profound and multiple learning 

disabilities (PNLD).  Many have need for 
support with mobility and have complex 
health needs requiring extensive support 

Adult’s CareDirector 

 Adults aged 18 and over  

 Detailed Wakefield information 

 No information on severity 

 As at 15/01/2016 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/250877/5086.pdf


How many people have a learning 

disability in Wakefield? 

 

 

 

 

What is the age and sex distribution of people with a learning disability in Wakefield? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adults with a learning disability in Wakefield and potential future need 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children with a learning disability in Wakefield and potential future need 

 

1063-4291 
under the age of 18 

 Prevalence is similar to other comparator areas2: 

Area Percent 

England 0.44%  

Wakefield 0.53%  

Doncaster 0.46%  

Barnsley 0.52%  

Rotherham 0.55%  

 

Between 

1,5331 - 1,9092 
people with a learning 

disability 

1,1041-1,5243 
aged 18 and over 

Potential increase 
in need: 

In 10 years there could be 

308 young adults who 

require housing support5 

Approximately 60%  
are males 

166  

may require housing support  
in the next 5 years 

40.7% (385) not in care 

have a carer 

Potential increase 
in need: 

In 10 years 109 carers aged 

75+5  this may result in 109 
adults requiring additional 

housing support 

409  
children with severe or 

 profound learning disabilities 

308 

may require housing support  
in the next 10 years 

 

*GP SystmOne data shows fewer 

children than SENART data – until 

2015/16 GPs were not required to 

include children (under 18s) on 

the learning disabilities register. 

*GP SystmOne data shows more 

adults than the Adult’s 

CareDirector data – CareDirector 

may be more accurate as it is 

used for service provision, only 

requirement of GPs is to keep as 

register. 

14% (159) in  

residential care 

10.4% (40) of carers 

aged 75+4 



 

1 Wakefield SENART and CareDirector estimate combined – to avoid double counting children aged 18 and over have been removed from the SENART data as they should 

also be recorded in the Adult’s CareDirector data.   2 2014/15 QOF data.   3 GP SystmOne data.   4 Those aged over 75 years are increasingly likely to have poor health and 

may require additional support themselves.  Healthy life expectancy estimates the number of years a person is likely to live in good health, 2011-13 average healthy life 

expectancy in Wakefield is 58.1 years (males), 62.0 years (females).   5 Crude estimate, does not take into account any deaths, or individuals who may move out of or into 

Wakefield. 


