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What is Autism (ASD)? 

Autism is a spectrum disorder (ASD), meaning that while all autistic people share certain difficulties, being autistic 

affects them in different ways.  ASD is a lifelong development condition that affects social interaction, communication, 

interests and behaviour.  People with ASD often have symptoms or aspects of other conditions such as learning 

disabilities, epilepsy, depression or bipolar disorder, which may also increase the level of care or support needs that an 

individual has.  The needs of those with ASD vary considerably, some people with ASD may never come to the attention 

of services, because they have learned strategies to overcome any difficulties with communication and social 

interaction.  Others may require support from services, because the degree of difficulty they have with social interaction 

and communication impacts on their chances of employment and independent living1. 

What data do we have? 

There isn’t a single definitive source of data that provides robust information.  We need to access data from a number 

of sources and use this to help build a picture for Wakefield.  Each of these sources has their own limitations and issues, 

which need to be considered when using the data.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                             
1 The National Autistic Society http://www.autism.org.uk/about.aspx  

Local data sources National data sources 

A brief overview of people with Autistic Spectrum 

Disorder (ASD) living in Wakefield. 

People with a recorded diagnosis of ASD  

(GP SystmOne extract) 

•All ages 

•Detailed Wakefield information 

•Only covers around 80% population 

•Most comprehensive data source we have 

access to 

•As at 17/05/2016 

Adult’s Care Director 

•Adults aged 18 and over receiving social 

care support 

•Not everyone with ASD will be receiving 

support 

•Not everyone with ASD who is receiving 

support will have ASD recorded as the main 

reason for support, we can’t identify 

everyone with ASD 

•Detailed Wakefield information for those 

that we can identify, but likely to be a small 

proportion of those with ASD 

•As at 24/05/2016 

A picture of people 

with  

ASD in Wakefield 

PANSI and POPPI – Projecting Adult Needs 

and Service Information and Projecting 

Older People Population Information 

System 

•Adults aged 18-64 and adults aged 65 and 

over 

•Predicted numbers of people with ASD 

•Based on the Adult Psychiatric Morbidity 

Survey 2007 

•Although the survey was completed 

several years ago, the findings are still 

considered to be relevant and have not 

been superseded 

•The ASD prevalence found in the survey 

has been applied to Wakefield population 

data 

Children’s School Census 

•Children and young people in education 

(under 25s) 

•ASD is one of the primary types of needs 

identified for special educational needs (SEN) 

•If a child has other conditions, ASD may not 

be recorded as primary type of need; ASD 

numbers may be under-reported 

•As at January 2015 

Autism Factsheet 

Improving Health and Lives: Learning 

Disabilities Observatory (IHAL) 

•Provides separate estimates of ASD for 

both children and adults 

•Modelled estimates for Wakefield have 

been derived by applying prevalence 

estimates based on research studies to 

Wakefield population 



1 GP SystmOne data, based on 80% of the population.   
2 IHAL estimate of children aged 7-15 years.  

3 PANSI.  
4 POPPI.  5 http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/Autistic-spectrum-

disorder/Pages/Introduction.aspx, http://www.autism.org.uk.  
6
 Adult’s Care Director.  

7
 Crude estimate based on the potential number of adults with ASD minus the 

number of adults who are identified as receiving social care support with ASD recorded as the main health condition.
  8

 Estimate is based on the number of young people 

who have an ASD diagnosis who will turn 18 over the next 10 years, GP SystmOne data, based on 80% of the population. 
  9

 Children’s School Census, Special educational 

needs January 2015.  
10

 Crude estimate, based on the number of children with a diagnosis of ASD minus the number of children with special educational needs with the ASD 

as the primary type of need. 

 

How many people are there with ASD in Wakefield? 

 

 

 

 

What is the age and sex distribution of people with ASD in Wakefield? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adults with ASD in Wakefield and potential future need 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children with ASD in Wakefield and potential future need 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*GP SystmOne data shows a high 

number of males with a diagnosis of 

ASD, it is recognised that more boys 

than girls are diagnosed with the 

condition5.   

*GP SystmOne data shows a high 

number of young people with a 

diagnosis of ASD, this doesn’t mean 

older people don’t have ASD; but is 

likely to be due to increased 

awareness of the condition and 

improvements in diagnosis. 

Estimated to be 

1,7411 – 2,8732,3,4 
people with ASD in Wakefield 

3102-1,0631 
under the age of 18 

7191-2,5663,4 
aged 18 and over 

Approximately 82%  
are males1 

Potential increase 

in need: 
In 10 years there could be 

an additional 764 young 

adults who may require 

social care support 8 
 

1,063  
children recorded as  

having ASD1
 

178 receiving support 

From social care 6 

33% (59) not in care 

have a carer 6 

Potential increase 

in need: 
There could be 2,403 adults 

with ASD that may require 

some form of social care 

support7 

30.5% (207) also have 

Learning disabilities 1
 

Potential increase 

in need: 
There could be a further 370 

children who require 

support with their learning 

in school 10 
 

691 

are identified as having special 

educational needs because 

of ASD9 
 

4.3% (46)  

with ASD also have a learning 

disability1 

The large range of the estimate reflects the difficulty in providing an accurate figure.  Some 

individuals with ASD may never receive a formal diagnosis whilst others with ASD may be 

diagnosed with other conditions.  


