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Smoking in pregnancy in Wakefield: 

The annual economic cost 
 

How much does smoking in pregnancy cost in Wakefield? 

In 2017/18 Wakefield CCG spent more than half a million pounds (£520,116) treating pregnant 

women and babies in hospital for smoking related conditions.  

Half a million 

 

This figure is the most accurate estimate we have.  It is based on people requiring ‘average’ 

treatment.  The cost could be as much as £1.4 million, if everyone needed either emergency 

treatment, had complications or needed to stay in hospital longer. 

What is included in this cost? 

This cost only covers treatment for conditions attributable to smoking during 

pregnancy or in the first year of the baby’s life.  It does not cover illnesses that may 

occur at other times as a result of smoking, like after giving birth or when the baby is 

older.  

This cost covers treatment that requires a stay in hospital.  It does not cover 

treatment given in other locations, like at a GP surgery, or treatment that doesn’t 

require a stay in hospital, such as attending an outpatient appointment at hospital.   

This cost covers the cost of treatment.  It does not cover other costs that may also 

occur as a result of illness, like absence from work for the pregnant woman or her 

family. 

How has this been calculated? 

Three main pieces of information have been used to calculate the cost: 

1. Financial costs:  Wakefield CCG is responsible for paying for treatment for anyone registered 

with a GP in Wakefield, when someone receives treatment the CCG is notified so they can 

pay for it.  This information was used to look at how much Wakefield CCG spent on 

treatment for certain conditions. 

2. Hospital activity:  NHS Digital collates information from all hospitals about the numbers of 

people receiving treatment, as well as other details relating to that treatment, like how long 

it lasted and if it was planned or unplanned.  This information goes through checks to make 

sure it is as accurate as possible.  It is known as Hospital Episode Statistics (HES).   This 

information was used to look at how many women and babies received treatment for 

certain conditions related to smoking. 

3. Smoking attributable conditions and risks:  The University of York has identified conditions 

caused by smoking, these conditions can also be caused by other things so the number of 
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cases caused only by smoking has been estimated.  This information was used to look at how 

much of the cost and treatment calculated above is estimated to be as a result of smoking. 

What conditions are included? 

Conditions affecting pregnant women Conditions affecting babies under one 
 

Preterm Premature 
Rupture of Membranes 

(PPROM) 
 

 
Estimated cost 
£300,000 - £550,000 

 
Low birthweight 

(less than 2500g) 

 
Estimated cost 
£60,000 - £400,000 

 
Placenta previa  

(PP) 
 

 
Estimated cost 
£50,000 - £120,000 
 

 
Pre-term delivery  

(less than 37 weeks) 

 
Estimated cost 
£60,000 - £134,000 

 
Abruption Placenta 

 (AP) 
 

 
Estimated cost 
£30,000-£35,000 
 

 
Upper and lower 

respiratory infections 
(URI/LRI) 

 
Estimated cost 
£30,000 - £177,000 

 
Ectopic  

Pregnancy 
 

 
Estimated cost 
£12,000-£25,000 
 

 
 

Otitis media 
 (OM) 

 
 
Estimated cost 
£30,000 - £177,000 

 
Spontaneous  

Abortion 
 

 
Estimated cost 
£9,000-£27,000 
 

  

 
Pre-eclampsia  

(PE) 

 
Estimated saving 
£23,500-£42,500 

 
 
 
 

 

 

How have things changed? 

There has been a reduction in the cost from the previous year.  In 2016/17 it is estimated the cost of 

smoking in pregnancy in Wakefield was between £575,500 and £1.5 million.  At least £55,000 was 

saved in 2017/18 by women not smoking in pregnancy. 

£55,000 saved 
 

Technical notes 

 Estimating the Costs to the NHS of Smoking in Pregnancy for Pregnant Women and Infants 

http://phrc.lshtm.ac.uk/papers/PHRC_A3-06_Final_Report.pdf 

 Smoking at time of delivery 2017/18 (17.7%), 2016/17 (19.5%) 

 Wakefield CCG SUS data for 2016/17 & 2017/18 used to established tariffs for the different 

diagnosis codes 

 Hospital Episode Statistics (HES) 2016/17 & 2017/18 used to establish hospital activity for 

the different diagnosis codes 

http://phrc.lshtm.ac.uk/papers/PHRC_A3-06_Final_Report.pdf

